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HONORING  STUDENT VETERAN
AND COMMUNITY LEADER MATT
RANDLE

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 15, 2011

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, | am honored
to recognize former United States Army Com-
bat Medic and current University of Arizona
student Matt Randle.

Over the course of his career in the Army,
Matt received two Army Commendation Med-
als, three Army Achievement Medals and two
Good Conduct Medals for his service.

Following his distinguished service to our
country Matt returned to his hometown of Tuc-
son, Arizona and enrolled at the University of
Arizona. Once on the UA campus, Matt began
working with UA President Robert Shelton and
his staff to develop and implement a program
to support returning veterans attending the
University. | am proud to say that today the
University of Arizona, located in my Congres-
sional district, has one of the most progressive
and impressive veteran education and service
models in the country including a student run
veteran’s office.

Matt’s leadership has also played an inte-
gral role in the prosperity of the UA Veterans
club. This club received numerous awards on
the University of Arizona’s campus including
the Club of the Year and Philanthropic Group
of the Year for the 2009-2010 academic
school year. The Student Veterans of America
also recognized the club nationally, awarding it
the “Club of the Year Award.”

This year Matt will receive the UA’s 2011
Robie Award. The award is issued to students
who show personal integrity, initiative, coop-
erativeness, enthusiasm, humility, patriotism,
well-rounded interests, active participation in
student affairs and a commitment to service.
Matt Randle is a model candidate for this
award.

Matt Randle’s ambition and leadership both
at the UA and nationally will certainly be of
great benefit to our returning veterans. Every
day more veterans return home from the Mid-
dle East conflicts. The programs that Matt built
on the University of Arizona campus support
these men and women as they transition back
to civilian life.

Upon graduation Matt will be attending the
University Of Arizona Rogers College of Law
in the fall of 2011.

| am pleased to acknowledge my constituent
and friend, Matt Randle. | thank him for his
leadership, service and outstanding contribu-
tions to the University and our community.

———————

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AND
FULL-YEAR CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2011

SPEECH OF

HON. KAY GRANGER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2011

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of this Continuing Resolution. We must
pass this bill today to begin to get this Nation
on a path of fiscal stability. | want to make a
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few brief remarks about the State-Foreign Op-
erations title of the bill. State-Foreign Oper-
ations is reduced by 8.4 billion dollars from the
fiscal year 2011 request. While some of my
colleagues might say these funding levels
mean that diplomacy and development take a
large reduction, we need to keep in mind that
the State-Foreign Operations bill grew by
more than 33% from FY08 to FY10. We sim-
ply cannot allow these programs to continue to
grow at this rate. The reductions taken in this
bill are targeted, so that we can remain fo-
cused on our highest national security prior-
ities. The bill provides critical funds for the
frontline States of Iraq, Afghanistan, and Paki-
stan. It supports security assistance to some
of our strongest allies—like Israel, Jordan,
Mexico, and Colombia. It also addresses un-
expected humanitarian crises around the
world. | want to thank my colleague, Ranking
Member Lowey, for working with me to ad-
dress these high priority needs. | know we will
continue to work together to address problems
of bipartisan concern.

———

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF ASH-
TON GENZMAN ON HER OFFER
OF APPOINTMENT TO ATTEND
THE UNITED STATES NAVAL
ACADEMY

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 15, 2011

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing young woman from Ohio’s Fifth Con-
gressional District. | am happy to announce
that Ashton Genzman of Perrysburg, Ohio has
been offered an appointment to attend the
United States Naval Academy in Annapolis,
Maryland.

Ashton brings an enormous amount of lead-
ership, service, and dedication to the incoming
Class of 2015. She has served in several
leadership roles: student government, Junior
Induction Committee, Culinary Club and in a
variety of other groups and extracurricular ac-
tivities. While attending Notre Dame Academy
in Toledo, Ohio, Ashton consistently achieved
high honors, with an exceptional grade point
average.

Throughout high school, Ashton participated
in a number of athletic activities, including ten-
nis, in which she received a varsity letter. She
has also been involved in crew and track and
field. | am confident that Ashton will carry the
lessons of her student and athletic leadership
to the United States Naval Academy.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Ashton Genzman on the ac-
ceptance of her appointment to the United
States Naval Academy in Annapolis, where
she will gain a world-class education and in-
valuable leadership experience. | am positive
that Ashton will excel during her career at the
United States Naval Academy, and | ask my
colleagues to join me in extending their best
wishes to her as she begins her service to the
nation.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘“VET-
ERANS HOME LOAN IMPROVE-
MENT ACT”

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 15, 2011

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today |
am introducing the bipartisan “Veterans Home
Loan Improvement Act of 2011” along with
Reps. TAMMY BALDWIN, BRIAN BILBRAY, SUSAN
DAvis, PETER DEFAzIO, BOB FILNER, JOHN
GARAMENDI, AL GREEN, SHEILA JACKSON LEE,
KURT SCHRADER, GREG WALDEN, DAVID WU,
and DON YOUNG. Together we represent each
of the states that would benefit from an expan-
sion of the Qualified Veterans Mortgage Bond
program.

This program was originally created after
World War Il to promote homeownership
among our returning troops. Together, our
states offer veterans mortgage loans at more
favorable interest rates as a reward for their
service to our Nation. As part of a comprehen-
sive review of veterans’ services in the state
of Oregon, the Oregon Governor's Veterans
Task Force recommended a further expansion
of this highly effective program.

This Act is based on one particularly timely
recommendation to expand eligibility for our
state programs and bring affordable mort-
gages to an additional 264,000 veterans. |
look forward to continuing to work on behalf of
Oregon and the nation’s veterans to ensure
that we provide the best possible quality of
care and service, and so that we can make
this a true lifetime benefit for all qualified vet-
erans.

96TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 15, 2011

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
submit for the record these remarks | gave at
a Capitol Hill ceremony commemorating the
96th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide.

Tonight we commemorate a truly unjust and
tragic chapter in human history—and just as
importantly, we acknowledge that chapter as
an historic fact. From 1915 to 1923, officials of
the Ottoman Empire carried out a systematic
campaign of massacres and forced deporta-
tions of Armenians from their historic home-
land. In the end, this genocide cost the lives
of one and a half milion murdered men,
women, and children. Another half million lost
their homes.

In a July 24, 1915 cable, American Consul
Leslie Davis said of the genocide, “I do not
believe there has ever been a massacre in the
history of the world so general and thorough
as that which is now being perpetrated in this
region or that a more fiendish, diabolical
scheme has ever been conceived by the mind
of man.”

We commemorate the 20th century’s first
genocide not only to honor the lives of the
dead, but because its effects are still very
much with us. The Armenian Genocide has
been a terrifying inspiration for mass mur-
derers from Cambodia to Rwanda to the
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